March 29, 2018

Mr. Speaker, | ask the 115th Congress to
join me in congratulating ROA on the 50th an-
niversary celebration of their national head-
quarters building. On behalf of my constitu-
ents, | wish the ROA all the best in its future
endeavors.

————

HONORING FIRST CHOICE HEALTH
CARE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2018

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor an organization who
has shown what can be done through hard
work, dedication and a desire to serve their
community, First Choice Health Care. First
Choice Health Care has served as a support
system to families of Yazoo County.

Veronica Starling attended Hinds Nursing
Allie Health Center. She was in the first LPN
to RN bridge program. Five years later, Star-
ling decided to take her career to the next
level by becoming a business woman. Starling
formed First Choice Health Care through her
career as a nurse. First Choice Health Care
opened in Yazoo County, Mississippi in 2015.
With 52 employees, the local facility provides
quality care for loved ones in a home-like at-
mosphere.

First Choice Home Health can provide serv-
ices to all 82 counties within the State of Mis-
sissippi. Overall the company employs 218
people and currently provides services in 39
counties. The Yazoo City locations have the
largest staff.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing First Choice Home Health for its
dedication to serving others and giving back to
the community.

RECOGNIZING MCMAHON/RYAN
CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER DUR-
ING CHILD ABUSE AWARENESS &
PREVENTION MONTH

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2018

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize April as Child Abuse Awareness &
Prevention Month and to honor the tremen-
dous work of McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy
Center in Syracuse, New York.

According to the Department of Health and
Human Services, over 683,000 children were
victims of child abuse or neglect in 2015, a
number that has held steady for years. Addi-
tionally, 1,670 children died from child abuse
or neglect in 2015 and according to the Na-
tional Child Traumatic Stress Network, the ma-
jority of these deaths could have been pre-
vented.

Since 1983, April has been designated as
Child Abuse Awareness & Prevention month.
In recent years, the focus of the month on rec-
ognition and prevention has expanded to in-
clude promoting healthier parenting and strong
families.

In Central New York, we are incredibly fortu-
nate to have McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy
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Center as a strong resource. This organization
works to prevent child abuse and neglect and
to provide care and support for those who
have endured abuse. The goal of McMahon/
Ryan is to end child abuse, and to ensure that
the community fully understands the impact of
abuse.

The McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center
offers a variety of life-changing programs
which work efficiently every day to support vic-
tims of Child Abuse, and stop child abuse out-
right. Throughout the month of April, McMa-
hon/Ryan will recognize Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month with its annual “Go Blue 4 Kids”
Campaign. In 1989, Bonnie Finney, a grand-
mother in Virginia began the blue-ribbon cam-
paign as a tribute to her three-year-old grand-
son who had died at the hands of abuse. The
blue ribbon remains a symbol of childhood
abuse and neglect prevention across the
United States. Additionally, the blue pinwheel
is a national symbol of child abuse and ne-
glect prevention. It stands as an uplifting re-
minder that all children deserve a happy child-
hood and future. Purchasing a pinwheel this
month helps McMahon/Ryan contribute to the
lives of children directly in our community.

| encourage all Central New Yorkers to “Go
Blue” during the month of April and to support
the work of McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy
Center to help end child abuse.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE 39TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2018

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, April 10,
2018 marks the 39th anniversary of the Tai-
wan Relations Act, one of the most important
components of U.S. policy toward Taiwan. In
addition to President Reagan’s 1982 Six As-
surances, the Taiwan Relations Act forms the
cornerstone of the U.S.-Taiwan relationship,
providing unequivocal guidance for relations
with our ally, an ally whose progress has been
an inspiration to all those still suffering under
repressive governments. Taiwan’s vibrant de-
mocracy, open society, and free market are
examples to the world of what can be
achieved when innovation and human rights
are allowed to flourish. They also make Tai-
wan a natural partner for the United States, a
partnership that has served as an anchor for
peace and security in the Western Pacific. As
we celebrate the 39th anniversary of this crit-
ical law, it is incumbent upon the United
States to ensure we are doing everything in
our power to ensure the promise of the Tai-
wan Relations Act, assisting Taiwan so that
she can resist all types of political, economic,
and military coercion by the regime in Beijing,
and strengthening the already formidable U.S.-
Taiwan partnership.

The American Institute in Taiwan’s new
compound in Taipei’'s Neihu district exempli-
fies the significant progress being made in the
U.S.-Taiwan relationship and our long-term
commitment to our ally. Built with American
materials and by American workers, the com-
pound is a symbol of strong U.S.-Taiwan rela-
tions, and made even more powerful by the
fact that our lease is for 99 years, a number
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signifying longevity in Taiwanese culture. With
an inaugural ceremony for the new compound
to be held on June 12, 2018, | am looking for-
ward to visiting as soon as possible and | en-
courage all my colleagues to visit and support
the U.S.-Taiwan relationship.

Signed into law on March 16, 2018, the Tai-
wan Travel Act is another illustration of our
strong partnership with Taiwan. | was a proud
cosponsor of this law which states that it
should be U.S. policy to not only allow visits
from Taiwanese officials at all levels of gov-
ernment, but to encourage and facilitate these
visits. It also states that our own policy-mak-
ers, including at the highest levels of govern-
ment, should visit Taiwan for face-to-face
meetings with their counterparts. For too long,
administration after administration have caved
to Chinese pressure and self-imposed restric-
tions in our relations with Taiwan. With the
Taiwan Travel Act, the United States is doing
the right thing by our friend and ally and taking
another step toward taking full advantage of
our wonderful partnership.

Finally, the U.S.-Taiwan economic relation-
ship is very robust as Taiwan is the United
States’ eleventh largest trading partner and
the United States is Taiwan’s second largest.
Taiwan’s free market and importance in global
supply chains make it an ideal place for for-
eign investment and Americans have recog-
nized this fact with the United States becom-
ing Taiwan’s largest investor and an important
exporter of agricultural goods to Taiwan. We
must keep looking for ways to mutually benefit
from our growing partnership, including
through new trade deals.

With the anniversary of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act fast approaching, this is an oppor-
tune time to review the U.S.-Taiwan partner-
ship and work toward making our relations
even stronger, and | am looking forward to
working with all my colleagues to see how we
can do just that.

WILLIAM R. HOSEY
HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2018

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Wiliam R. Hosey, a constituent of
Haddon Heights, Camden County, located in
New Jersey’s First Congressional District, on
the occasion of his retirement as assistant
business manager of the International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers (IBEW), Local
Union 351.

Mr. Hosey has been a member of IBEW for
37 years, serving as president, business
agent, and assistant business manager. In his
roles and responsibilities, Mr. Hosey has rep-
resented more than 2,300 IBEW members and
distinguished himself as an influential labor
advocate for fair, equal, and safe working con-
ditions for the hardworking men and women of
Southern New Jersey.

Brother Hosey is a 1978 graduate of
Lenape High School in Medford, New Jersey,
and graduated in 1986 from an electrical ap-
prenticeship.

Throughout his career, Brother Hosey has
been a valued member of IBEW Local 351 &
439’s Pension, Annuity and Health and Wel-
fare Funds.
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Mr. Hosey has also served on the Joint Ap-
prenticeship & Training Committee, Camden
County Planning Board, Camden Economic
Recovery Board, Union Building Trades Credit
Union Advisory Board, and as Chairman of the
Camden County Improvement Authority. Mr.
Hosey will continue his passionate advocacy
for the hardworking men and women of the re-
gion, in his capacity as President of IBEW
Local Union 351.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in cele-
brating William R. Hosey for his devotion to
the South Jersey International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers.

HONORING LEON WILSON
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2018

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Mr. Leon Wilson who is a native of
Jackson, MS. He is married to the former Vir-
ginia Harris and is the biological father of
three children: Malcolm Wilson, Tara Wilson
Evans, and Steven Wilson (deceased); and a
loving father to Jon Vincent Bell, Karen Bell
and Teshia Sawyer.

Mr. Wilson received his Bachelor of Science
in mathematics from Langston University,
Langston, OK and his Masters of Science in
mathematics from Jackson State University,
Jackson, MS. He did further study at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN.

Mr. Wilson served as an educator for 30
years at Lanier and Callaway high schools
with Jackson Public Schools. In addition to
teaching all types of mathematics, he was the
football coach, and track and field coach for
Lanier High School. During his teaching ca-
reer, he never missed an opportunity to talk to
teens about making good decisions. He al-
ways encouraged them to work hard and
would tell them “be the best at whatever you
do.”

Because of his deep love for children, Leon,
after retiring, tutored students who attended
Jackson Public Schools and Hinds Community
College. During the summer months, he con-
tinued to be involved in the lives of youth. He
became the director of Grove Park Junior Golf
Clinic—a clinic that taught young girls and
boys the fundamentals of golfing. He worked
with this organization for over 30 years. The
only thing he loved as much as helping chil-
dren was his Sunday evening golfing games
with his friends. After playing 18 holes of golf,
his friends and he would go into the club
house and would participate in a bible study
class.

Mr. Wilson has been a member of Central
United Methodist Church for 65 years. He has
always had a strong belief in God, and loves
to discuss the Bible with anyone. During his
years at Central, Leon has served in the fol-
lowing positions:

Member of the Chanel Choir;

Member of the Early Morning Glory Choir;

Vacation Bible School Teacher;

Van Driver;

United Methodist Men (Treasurer);

Disciple Bible Study (Teacher);

Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee
(Chairperson): 2 terms under Rev. E. L.
Henry, 2 terms under Rev. Embra Jackson;
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Speaker at Early Morning Service;

Tutored at Central’s After School Program;

Speaker at Brown Elementary Forum.

He is loved by many and is known by many
names. His students call him “Chief” because
he was the person in charge in his room. Ath-
letes and some of our church members call
him “Coach.” Golfers call him “Head Pealer”
because he defeated them most of the time
on the golf course. Still others just call him a
“good person” because he does whatever he
can to help them. Although he answers to all
these names, the one that means the most to
him is being known as “one who loves the
Lord.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Leon Wilson for his dedica-
tion to serving.

———

CELEBRATING THE BICENTENNIAL
ANNIVERSARY OF THE TOWN OF
GHENT, NEW YORK

HON. JOHN J. FASO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2018

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the Town of Ghent on the occasion of
its bicentennial.

On April 3, 1818, Ghent was established as
a town in Columbia County, New York through
numerous members of The Society of Friends,
which includes early settlers such as the
Macy, Tripp, and Bunker families.

The town of Ghent is situated in the midst
of a thriving agriculture population and is the
center of considerable trade and the outlet of
a large amount of produce. While the settle-
ment was small until the advent of the rail-
roads, the community’s attention to the devel-
opment of infrastructure rapidly made it what
it is today.

For over 200 years, Ghent has participated
in the American story, contributing to our great
state and nation. On April 3, 2018, the resi-
dents of Ghent will hold a well-deserved cele-
bration of its history and accomplishments. In
the neighborly and hospitable tradition of
Ghent, this bicentennial celebration will reflect
the values of this beautiful community, bring-
ing families and residents together to com-
memorate the town they love and share.

| formally thank the Town of Ghent and
each of its residents of the past two centuries
for their contributions to New York’s 19th dis-
trict.

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2018

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
Roll Call No. 112, | was inadvertently recorded
as voting “nay.” | support H.R. 4545, the Fi-
nancial Institutions Examination Fairness and
Reform Act, and my vote should be recorded
as “yea.”

March 29, 2018
HONORING BRIDGET ARCHER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2018

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Ms. Bridget Archer. Her education
and professional experience includes Jackson
State University; Oakland Community College,
State of Michigan; Hinds Community College,
Raymond; Dance and Performing Arts schools
in New York City and California.

From her days as a member of drill teams
in middle school, high school and a Prancing
J-Sette at Jackson State University, Ms. Ar-
cher has been consumed by dancing. She has
produced dancer wannabes into top-notch
dancers. She annually takes a dance group to
Rockefeller Center in New York City during Dr.
Martin Luther King Birthday Weekend. The
City of Jackson recognized Ms. Archer's pas-
sion and proclivity for engaging youth by nam-
ing her Recreation Coordinator.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Bridget Archer for her dedi-
cation to serving others.

——
HONORING MORRISTOWN HIGH
SCHOOL MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2018

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Morristown High School
men’s basketball team on winning the 2018
Class A IHSAA Boys Basketball State Cham-
pionship.

Morristown faced off against Southwood
High School on March 24th at Bankers Life
Fieldhouse. The Yellow Jackets defeated the
Knights 89-60, winning their first men’s bas-
ketball state championship and setting 10
Class A finals records, including most points
and largest margin of victory.

| am proud of these young men for their
hard work and for the Hoosier sportsmanship
that they displayed throughout the season. |
want to commend Coach Scott McClelland as
well as the assistant coaches who led these
young men to a historic victory.

Congrats, Yellow Jackets, on winning the
state title.

HONORING THE BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS OF THE AMERICAN MED-
ICAL MARIJUANA PHYSICIANS
ASSOCIATION

HON. MATT GAETZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2018

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize the Board of Directors of the Amer-
ican Medical Marijuana Physicians Associa-
tion, a group of doctors working tirelessly for
the advancement of medical marijuana as a
treatment for their patients.
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